Commission on Human Rights - 61th session

NGO group for the convention on the rights of the child

Sub-group on the commission on human rights

► plenary session ◄

focus on children’s rights

report

Thursday, April 14th: 
Agenda item 6: Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and all forms of discrimination: 

(a) Comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. 
There was no statement related to children’s rights. 
Agenda item 8: Question of the violation of human rights in the occupied Arab territories, including Palestine: 

Palestine addressed the statement done by the Israel in relation to respect for women and children’s rights. The Palestinian representative stressed that Israel argues respect for human rights; however, the situation in the field does not correspond to Israel’s discourse. Example of that is the occurrence of Palestinian women giving birth to children at Israel checkpoints, since impeded to go to a hospital. 

Agenda item 14: Specific groups and individuals:

(b) Migrant workers;

(c) Minorities;

(d) Mass exoduses and displaced persons;

(e) Other vulnerable groups and individuals. 

Children’s rights were subject of attention of some NGOs.

1) Organisation internationale pour le droit à l’education et la liberté d’enseignement. This NGO recalled the UN Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. Further, it emphasized the protection of the right of education for all children, regardless of their parents being or not migrant workers.

2) World Federation of Trade Unions. It urged States for the ratification of the same convention (UN Convention on Migrant Workers), in order to protect the rights of migrant workers and their families.  
3) Centre Europe-Tiers Monde. It emphasized the treatment given by Turkish authorities to the Kurdish minority, especially denouncing measures adopted in the context of the war against terrorism. It exemplified by mentioning that in some occasions children were victim of government violence. 
AFTERNOON SESSION: 

Agenda item 9: Question of violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, including: 

(a) Question of human rights in Cyprus.  

Children’s right came up when addressed the draft resolution on Myanmar.
Myanmar denied gross violations of human rights in the country. It stressed that it submitted the second national report in May 2004 on the implementation of the Convention of the Rights of the Child to the respective Committee. Further, it stressed the following developments: (a) formation of the high-level Committee for Prevention of Recruitment of Child Soldiers and continued cooperation with the UNICEF and UN; (b) introduction of HR education in the curriculum of middle and high schools; (c) promulgation of rules and regulations related to Child Law in December 2001 and their implementation; (d) establishment of a Juvenile Justice Inter-Agency Working Group with the collaboration of UNICEF in June 2004; (e) Implementation of the “Education for All” National Action Plan, which would facilitate children’s accessibility to education even in remote regions; (f) Activities on the rights of women and children carried out by the Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation (MWAF). 
Luxemburg on behalf of the European Union mentioned children’s rights when addressed the situation in the Democratic Republic of North Korea. It recommended DPRK to adopt the recommendation done by the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

� The commission analysed item 14 directly after item 8. 





